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STUDENT
SPOTLIGHT

We talk to master's student Laia 
 Charles about her experience in
communications and what she

loves about UL Lafayette. 

SPRING 2021
ADVISING 

It's that time of the year! Schedule
a meeting with your advisor this

month to register for Spring 2021
courses. Don't wait till the last

minute!

OTP Q&A
SESSION RECAP

We give you important
information about applying for
OTP work authorization  as a

graduate of the Fall 2020
semester.



GET ON BOARD DAY AND
WELCOMING WEEK
Last month students got to interact with the many student organizations
on campus at Get on Board Day. As an organization that promotes the
engagement and wellbeing of international students, the International
Student Council was one of those groups featured. During these
unconventional times, members of the ISC work diligently to make each
student feel welcomed and at home during their time at the University
of Louisiana at Lafayette. 

September also marked Welcoming Week, a movement that dedicates
itself to the importance of inclusivity and making each individual feel
like they belong in their community. The Division of Global
Engagement strongly upholds these values led by Welcome America
and continues to work towards making campus a welcoming place for
everyone.

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT:

What has been your fondest
memory of your time at UL
Lafayette?
Choosing one favorite memory at
UL Lafayette is tough, there were
so many great experiences. If I
had to pick one would definitely
be my first football game tailgate.
I did my undergraduate studies in
a small university that didn’t have
a football team and I really
enjoyed the atmosphere of game
day at UL Lafayette!

What program are you enrolled
in and what is your favorite part
about it?
I am currently pursuing a Master
in Communication with a focus
in Advertising. The best thing
about the program is that it gives
you the opportunity to network
and to work with real-life clients,
which helps you both build your
resume and get a taste of what
your work would look like after
graduating.

LAIA CHARLES

O  T Q&A SESSION RECAP
Are you a student graduating this Fall 2020 semester looking to 
gain practical training in your field of study? Apply for OPT work 
authorization! The recommended deadline to apply for OPT is 
February 1st, 2021. As a reminder, students do not have to secure a 
job offer to apply for OPT.

It should be noted that USCIS has increased the OPT filing fee to
$550.00 as well as the I-765 Form effective 10/02/2020. However, 
there is a preliminary injunction in place suspending the filing fee 
increase at this time. Students should use the I-765 Form on 
USCIS website and pay the filing fee as indicated on the website. 
Please review the OPT Information Guide for information on 
application deadline and OPT regulations.

M e e t  y o u r  c l a s s m a t e s !

https://internationalaffairs.louisiana.edu/current-students/working-usa/optional-practical-training-opt
https://www.uscis.gov/i-765


It is vital that all international students are informed about scam
prevention measures to ensure the safety of their personal information.
A government agency will NEVER request your information over the
phone or email. Scammers will pose as government officials and try to
intimidate you into providing money or personal information. If a call
sounds suspicious, hang up. Never provide any financial or Social
Security information over the phone.

No matter who the caller claims to be, keep your information secure!
Typically, scammers will identify as ICE or IRS agents when attempting
to manipulate someone with their scare tactics, but the best way to keep
your financial and personal information secure is to refrain from ever
providing sensitive information during a phone call. Always take the
proper steps to ensure someone you are providing information to is a
verified government official.

October 12th marks the beginning of academic advising for the Spring
2021 semester. Advising is a crucial component of keeping students on
track to graduation. Advisors assist students in course selection each
semester and help them navigate through their college years. Prior to
registration, an advising hold is placed on student accounts. Advisors lift
this hold after they have been advised. Keep an eye out for an email from
your major advisor or your department on how to schedule an advising
session. Reach out to your department by October 14th if you do not hear
from your advisor or department.  

Why should other international 
students choose to attend UL 
Lafayette?
UL Lafayette offers a wide range 
of campus activities beyond just 
academics. You will have the 
opportunity to join athletics, 
music, drama, arts, Greek life, 
volunteering and many other 
clubs and student organizations. 
If you want to have an active and 
engaging campus experience, 
attending UL Lafayette will 
provide you with many chances 
to get involved!

What do you plan to do after 
your time at UL?
I am really looking forward to 
getting my OPT (Optional 
Practical Training) in order to 
work in the U.S. for a full year in 
my field of studies.

What advice can you give to 
other international students?
I would advise them to get 
involved in the Ragin Cajun’ 
community as much as they can. 
UL Lafayette has many 
opportunities to get students 
involved. Taking advantage of 
those will allow international 
students to meet people from all 
over the globe as well as local 
students. 

I would also advise them to look 
at the University financial aid 
opportunities such as Graduate 
Assistantships and scholarships. 
These resources help students pay 
school with tuition waivers and 
stipend compensation. There are 
many opportunities to get quality, 
practical work experience while 
getting your degree.

ONLINE AND OVER THE PHONE
SCAMS

ADVISING BEGINS SOON



It's October, which means
Halloween is going to be here in
no time! Some of the largest
Halloween celebrations typically
take place here in the United
States. 

Halloween is a festive tradition
that takes place on October 31st.
The holiday's history stems
from a mix of folklore and
religion, but it has turned into a
day of fun for everyone!

Perhaps the most iconic
Halloween tradition is Trick or
Treating, where kids dress up in
costumes together and visit
houses where there are
neighbors handing out candy.
Although trick-or-treating won't
be possible this year, you can
still have some fun with other
Halloween traditions like
carving pumpkins, watching
scary movies, or hanging some
spooky decorations!

The Study Abroad Office has
completed the revisions for their
summer 2021 faculty-led
programs. Instructions on how to
apply and make the initial deposit
are on the study abroad  website
and Moodle page. 

If you wish to know more about
these programs, you can schedule
a meeting, attend a virtual
student panel of study abroad
alumni, or be part of a virtual
discussion with faculty from each
of the programs. The virtual
student panels will be held on
October 13th and 29th and
November 16th at 4pm.  

Every Thursday at 9am, the 
International Circle 
provides a welcoming 
environment for 
international students to 
discuss their experiences.

Students work together and 
talk about how they 
overcome the obstacles and 
challenges they face 
through a themed 
discussion each week. Join 
and connect with your 
peers through these virtual 
meetings! 

Contact
mariam.abdo@louisiana.edu 
for any questions or to 
register. 

INTERNATIONAL HOUR RECAP

CELEBRATING
HALLOWEEN 

STUDY ABROAD
2021 UPDATE 

THE INTERNATIONAL CIRCLE

On Friday, September 25th the International Student Council hosted
International Hour through Zoom. The theme of this virtual
discussion was taking care of yourself as an international student and
how to maintain your health and wellbeing. Above are some helpful
tips that were shared amongst students.

Be on the lookout for the next International Hour!

mailto:mariam.abdo@louisiana.edu
https://studyabroad.louisiana.edu/


Bourgeois Hall, our Recreational center, is now open to the public and
offers a variety of ways to have fun and get a good workout in! You will
find a number of ways to stay active from pick-up basketball to Group
Exercise classes as well as ways to relax and unwind by getting mindful
through yoga or getting some "you" time by the pool.

Group Exercise classes began a few weeks ago and gives students the
opportunity to get fit together in a fun and inviting group setting with
classes taught by certified instructors.

For more hours, to sign up for Group Exercise classes, or for more
information go to https://recsports.louisiana.edu/about-us/hours/break-
hours

@ulrecsports

@ULRecSports

We are looking for individuals who are committed and passionate
about social responsibility and environmental sustainability. Net Impact
UL is an organization composed of volunteer graduate and
undergraduate students who aim to use businesses as a force for good.
Our goal is to educate and provide resources, which will encourage and
attract social enterprises to our Acadiana Region. We encourage our
members to connect globally with members from more than 435
chapters in more than 40 countries.
For more information please email netimpactullafayette@gmail.com
or follow our instagram page @netimpact_ullafayette

GET CONNECTED WITH NET IMPACT UL

*Pending COSO student organization approval

October Game Schedule:
Football: 

vs. Coastal Carolina (Oct. 17th, TBA)
at. UAB (Oct. 23rd, 7 pm)
at. Texas State (Oct 31st, TBA)

Volleyball:
vs. Texas State (Oct. 9th, 11 am & 6 pm)
vs. Texas State (Oct. 10th, 1pm)
vs. Central Arkansas (Oct. 17th, 12pm)
vs. Arkansas State (Oct. 23rd, 11 am & 6 pm)
vs. Arkansas State (Oct. 24th, 1 pm)
vs. ULM (Oct. 30th, 6 pm)
vs. ULM (Oct. 31st, 1 pm)

Women's Soccer:
vs.  Little Rock (Oct. 9th, 7 pm)
vs.  Central Arkansas (Oct. 11th, 1 pm)
vs.  Lamar (Oct. 15th, 7 pm)
at.  ULM (Oct. 18th, 1 pm)
at.  Little Rock (Oct. 23rd, 7 pm)
at.  Texas State (Oct. 25th, 1 pm)

Women's Basketball:
vs. Mississippi College (Oct. 28th, 6pm)

GEAUX RAGIN'
CAJUN ATHLETICS!
As the weather gets cooler, our Ragin' Cajun athletes take 
the field to compete! Right now we have American 
football, Women's soccer and volleyball, and cross country 
races. Women's basketball will start later this month!  

All University of Louisiana at Lafayette students enter 
Louisiana Ragin' Cajuns Athletics events free with a valid 
student ID. During the 2020 season, students will claim 
tickets on a first-come, first-served basis. Tickets will be 
limited. Pick-up times during home game weeks will be 
communicated via social media (@RaginCajuns.

RECREATIONAL SPORTS

https://ragincajuns.com/
https://recsports.louisiana.edu/node/489


Summer Programs

C O S T A  R I C A    F L O R E N C E    L O N D O N   P A R I S. ..

UL Lafayette Study Abroad

3 3 7 • 4 8 2 • 5 4 3 8

S T U D E N T  U N I O N ,  R O O M  1 3 6

S T U D Y A B R O A D   L O U I S I A N A . E D U

 

PATRICIA MOUILLE

@

Take Your Education Further!

CLICK THESE FOR 

MORE INFO!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfV2xwWvRTALzYEUS6Bpl_3j-f3nqtIiV4hHMASEbuvOnswug/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.facebook.com/ULLafayetteStudyAbroad/
https://www.instagram.com/ulstudyabroad/
https://studyabroad.louisiana.edu/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NAl7PSV7dpQ
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vwxKLy70tt4d847VyyyIlwLACxVQwfd3/view?usp=sharing
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/DivisionofGlobalEngagement@louisiana.edu/bookings/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ab0qe4C1oJQQ8Q8yO8A6g-CbTELPE1Lo/view?usp=sharing


IMPORTANT DATES

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

IEP SESSION DEADLINES

 STUDENT RESOURCES & IMPORTANT DATES

EVENTS TO ATTEND

T a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e s e  r e s o u r c e s  o u r  c a m p u s  p r o v i d e s .

Advising Session Begins for Spring 2021 -
Saturday, October 12, 2020

Last Day to Drop a Class -
Tuesday, October 29th, 2020

OPT Application Deadline -
Monday, February 1st, 2021

@ulglobalengagement
@ISC_UL

UL Lafayette Division of Global
Engagement

International Student Council at UL
Lafayette

The International Circle -
Thursdays @ 9 AM

SA Virtual Student Panels
-October 13th and 29th

Handshake - Looking for a job as a
student worker? Create a free account 
on the Handshake website and fill out
a profile to find jobs specifically
suited for you.  

Free, walk-up COVID- 19 testing on
campus - Testing for students and
faculty who register is through
October 30th. The site is located at a
small tent near the intersection of
Herbrard Blvd. and Boucher St. For
more information, check the
university's website. 

Campus Cupboard- Hours are on
Tuesdays from 3:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
and on Fridays from 10:30 a.m. -
12:30 p.m. Students who visit the
Campus Cupboard will be asked to
present their University IDs.

Career Closet - Located in Room 104
of Agnes Edwards Hall, the Career
Closet provides students with free,
gently used professional clothing
items for interviews and career fairs.
Current students can visit the Career
Closet during business hours to shop
for suits, ties, belts, shoes and other
professional items.

The Writing Center- Located in
Room 108 of Griffin Hall, the Writing
Center helps students improve on
their writing skills.

Learning Center- Located in Lee Hall
on the 2nd floor, this center offers
free individual or study group
tutoring and many other services to
help students succeed in their area of
study.

RESOURCES

https://louisiana.joinhandshake.com/login
https://louisiana.edu/news-events/news/20200909/free-covid-19-testing-site-campus-temporarily-closes-due-weather
https://studentaffairs.louisiana.edu/services/campus-cupboard
https://career.louisiana.edu/students-alumni/career-closet
https://english.louisiana.edu/about-us/beyond-classroom/writing-center
https://studentsuccess.louisiana.edu/tutoring
https://internationalaffairs.louisiana.edu/intensive-english-program



